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of the following narratives : they may, if 
A attended to, have their deſired ea: 

which is, to render diſguſtful, by the Hocking 
picture of Experience, what Admonition fails 
to execute; namely, the preſent attachment to 


the Faſhions of the Limes. I know it will be 
ſaid, that public admonitions on this head are 
already frequent and numerous: ſtill they are 


not ſo happ) as to take effect on the heart; at 
leaſt, not for duration, When the voice o 
Pleaſure is heard to cry aloud, the counſel 


Wiſdom and Moderation. is heard with inatten- 


tion and a liſtleſs regard. 1 need not infor 


you where this epidemical diſeaſe rages with 


the moſt amazing violence: its infection reaches 
the hearts of young. and old: and the end 
thereof leads unto Mifery and ee 
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If ever a reformation from diflipation was 


needful; if ever common decency in apparel 


was thought - expedient - to be inforced ; if 
. modeſty, and virtuous princi- 
ples ever ſtood in need of recommendation; 
will hiſtory unfold, to our imagination, an age 


when each of theſe virtues ſtood in greater ne- 


ceſſity of being inculcated and offered to a ſe- 
rious conſideration, than the preſent? St. Paul, 
that unfaſhionable preacher, when he wrote to 
Timothy, his pupil, has this odd kind of ex- 


preſſion: © I will---that women adorn. them- 


<< ſelves in mode/? apparel.” The faſhion- mon- 
gers of the preſent age declare, in oppoſition 
to him: We will---that we adorn ourſelves 
4, as ridiculous as poſſible ; that, let what will 
«© be the conſequence; we will diſguiſe our- 
<« ſelves, and become the objects of deriſion 


* and contempt.” This is the difference 


between their Wills. Which, judge ye, is the 


moſt commendable ? I ſhall beg the adies at- 


tention while I make a little reflection upon 


this head. If your aim, by this determinate 


will, is as repreſented, you have, very nearly, 


reached the ſummit of your moſt ardent wiſhes ; 


a few degrees higher, and your requeſt is readily 
granted, If we examine and interrogate Ap- 
pearance, reſpecting your adornments, what 


ſays it? © CONTEMPTIBLE,” If Decency? 


« RIDICULOUS,” 


[#1 


« RIDICULOUS,” If Sobriety „Ane, 
If Temptation? © wear.” And if Virtue, | 
ſhe replies, it is 81NFUL, If we examine how 
far theſe determinations are founded upon truth, 
it will be proper to conſider, in what reſpects 
your appearance in dreſs is contemptible. Anſiuer, 
Being inconſiſtent with Reaſon. How is it 
indecent ? Becauſe plainneſs is the picture of 
Modeſty. How vain? From the fantaſtical 
manner ” which it is uſed. How eat? Be- 
cauſe inſtead of exciting a lovel admiration, 
it raiſes a ſecret diſreſpect. How inful? Beeauſe 
contrary to the divine command: I will, that 
« women adorn themſelves with ſhamefaced- 
<< neſs, and ſobriety ;. not with broidered hair, 
or gold, or pearls, or coſtly array; but 
(which becometh women profeſſing godli- 
cc neſs) with good works.”----No ! not with 
broidered hair? We muſt then diſcharge our 
French Friſeurs ; thoſe: admirable decoraters of 
| the head ! And beſides this inconvenienc , we 
ſhall be out of the faſhion, ſingular, an for- 
mal. Happy is the fair one who taketh de- 
light i in ſuch formal, decent, out-of-faſhion ac- 
compliſhments. Such plain adornments beſt 
become the Chriſtian profeſſor. A neat dreſs 
carries with it more attraction than many of our 
modern females imagine. 
But here · lies the whole grievance : parents 


are, now, in a ſtate of the Na e 
| _ © the 


* 


1 the uſeful accompliſhment of We 


are taught (or pretended to be taught) the 
moſt attractive Peer of dreſs: the raviſhing 


Itfh language murdered and Seliroyea? "With 


$58 
ihe loweſt tradeſman, nay, even the mechanic, 
will ſtrain beyond what his circumſtances in 


| life will oftentimes afford---to do what? to 


the natural diſpoſition of his child with * | 
ideas of falſe grandeur and ſplendid appearance. 
The violent rage for Imitation is inexpreſſible. 
Elfe why do we fee the daughters of thoſe I 
have juſt mentioned make ſuch glittering, ſuch | 
affected pomp ? How comes it to paſs that ſuch 


receive the pert and conceited airs we ſo often 


perceive ? The truth, in Tort, is, as ſoon as 
they are able to ſpeak, away, Mis Ttke, they 
are hurried to a Boarding-ſchool. And what 
are their attainments there? The reply has 
ſomething grand i in the pronunciation; They 


and delightful art of muſic, the melody of 


the art of ſpeaking and writing he La the 
F rench tongue,” and, I might add, the 


theſe amiable acquiſitions, they conclude them- 
ſelves Vbmen of great knowledge and ſuperior 
talents, capable of traverſing the public gar- 
dens, viſiting from one houſe to another, of 
playing a dextrous hand at cards; but not a 
ſyllable of Domeſtie Uſefulneſs, the moſt ne- 
ceſſary of the whole. Here the tradeiman's Ac- 
. ä is in the dark; ſhe is be. 


8 8 wildered 


wildered in a maze, and knows not what ſhe is 
about. Alas! how is that poor man to be pits 
tied who is joined to ſuch a gaudy, unexpe- 
rienced, and helpleſs female] What is he to do 


under the frowns of e with one 


ed UCa- 


ted in ſuch a ſlight and ſuperficial manner? The 


__ difficulties he mult labour under, who does not 


perceive? 


Ho far the two following narratives may 


tend to the awakening any unguarded mind to a 


ſenſe of ſuperior qualifications, than thoſe I 
have juſt mentioned, remains to he determined 


by Time and Conſideration. The 


they have lying heavily upon their hands, and 
the latter is too ſolid for levity and pleaſure, ' 


The moſt prudent of the ſex, have, always 


former 


temptations enough to invade them, be as re- 


ſerved as they will: and if theſe ſometimes 


find a difficulty to overcome them, what muſt 
thoſe have who are continually ſtanding in the 
way for deluſion ? O how I pity that unhappy 
fair one, who, regardleſs of the one thing 
needful, ſpends her time, her money, her 
all, in things of ſo little importance as gaiety 
and ſhow | as if heaven had not endowed them 


with ſedateneſs and reſolution ; or had created 


them for no higher purpoſe than that of living 
in one continued ſtate of pleaſantry and luxu- 
rious enjoyment. The common plea for theſe 


kind of vices (for vices they are) of 
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*& do the ſame,” will, at the great tribunal, 
be no plea at all. Follow not a multitude 
to do evil.“ Becauſe ' you ſee a neighbour 
gratifying a few ſenſual inelinations, indulging 
irregular paſſions and appetites, will his or her 
committing this folly any ways give a free 
and unwarrantable countenance to you for do- 
q ing the ſame? You cannot believe it. The 
i Peoaair Sex muſt excuſe the plainneſs of this lan- 
1 guage - it is the language of Sincerity and un- 
feigned Affection. That there are prudent, 
diſcreet, wiſe, ſenſible women, I would not 
dare to diſpute ;- who are the diſtinguiſhed or- 
naments of the creation, and the peculiar 
bleflings of -providence to men----Would to 
God the number were more! But the preva- 
lence of Faſhion has ſo infatuated the preſent 
generation, that Virtue, poor diſconſolate Vir- 
tue ] is become too generally neglected and 
—!... e ̃ y ĩðͤ 
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by Was the . 1 of; 2 
gentleman who held an-employ- 
ment under the government, that 
amounted to five hundred pounds a 
year ; yet, though this'em y_ 
was his principal dependence, and 
though he was always under a ne- 
ceſſity of appearing rather elegantly 
in the world, ſtill no care was omit- 
ted to give his favourite. Matilda a 
finiſhed education. 
fore inſtructed at an early period in 
French and Italian; was taught oy 
bak B the 


J was, there- 


ES 5 
the faſhionable needle-works that 
keep a young woman regularly em- 
ployed, without anſwering any one 

* of real utility, and made 
ſuch a miſtreſs of the harpſichord. 
before I attained my fourteenth 
year, that I was conſidered, by the 
connoiſſeurs on this inſtrument, as 
a kind of muſical miracle: add to 
all theſe accompliſhments, that I 
ſung with ſome voice and much. 
taſte, danced with remarkable grace, 
and poſſeſſed a perſon which was the 
e e el SLOANE” we 
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* Before 1 8 VR canker in . me- 

lancholy account, ſuffer me, reader, to addreſs 
you in a manner becoming the ſeriouſneſs of 
the ſubject, ſuppoſing the caſe to be your's or 
mine. It is a ſubject which ſhould be atten- 
ded to, and, I hope, will leave a proper im- 
preſſion upon the mind of every one: the ä 
4s gran moving, and Rs our notice. Sp 
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In giving this picture of myſelf, 


1 ſhall not be ſuſpected of vanity, 
B 2 | becauſe 


And firſt, we find poor | Matilda under the 
tuition of a fond parent, whoſe tenderneſs for 
this is onl 

the indulging and bringing her up in too elegant. 
a ſphere of life. No care was. wanting to 
teach her in thoſe things which were termed 


polite and genteel. Her time was, as it were, 


murdered in the Faſbianable attainment of two 
or three languages, and a thorough knowledge 
of the harp/ichord; to which were added, the 
gay accomp ;ſbments of ſinging and dancing. Yet, 
though theſe amuſements are ſometimes laudable, 
and may be productive of Ras ects, ſtill, for 
one in Matilda s circumſlances, they are gene- 
rally found to be pernicious and huriful. Many, 
melancholy inſtances might be produced, wherein” 
the extravagant and improper. uſe 'of this kind 


of polite knowledge have been attended with 


very. alarming and dangerous circumſtances ; 
eſpecially where the performers. have been ex- 
cellent : as, by being /o, whether a ſinger, a 
dancer, or a proficient at the inſtrument, the 
company of ſuch will be ever in requeſt ; and, 


from the time my become noted as excellent, | 


they are continually. engaged in one continued 
0 I. ound 
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becauſe at the very period I am now 
— ſpeaking of, I was much more in- 
5 „„ „ titled 4 
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or the ears, of their admirers and ſupplicants. 
And, though this is a voluntary and wilfut 
mend in in the perſons themſelves, ſtill we are 
of us apt to take a delight in hearing our- 
ſelves raiſed or admired for any particular ex- 
cellence. Experience daily confirms this truth; 
and there are fo many who fall victims to 
this /prine of SELF, that it ought to be the / 
particular /udy of a parent, who wiſhes to ſee | 
the proſperity of his children, that they be not 
indulged in thefe extravagancies, unleſs their 
eircumſtances are ſufficient to ſupport the expence, 
and their diſpoſition and conduct able to with- 
1 the attack of admiration and vanity. 
It may not be:@miſs here, to inſert a letter 
which I read ſometime ago, ſent from an ut- 
_ bappy girl to her parents, after ſhe had eloped 
from the boarding-ſchool to which ſhe was Put. 
Honoured parents, | 
I do not know whether you are yer acquainted 
with my afflicted ſituation; indeed it is truly 
miſerable ; and my forrows are more in number 
than my days. My age might have _ me 
Fey Es but the. CONE was too 5 
F 


| 
1 round of obliging and Kliehting, either the eyes 
| 
| 
| 


IE, 
my RS” > 5 


[4-1 
education had been elegant, but no 
: 5 


By this letter I am to acquaint you that I am un- 
done; my character is totally lat; and my good 


name is for ever irretrievable, and I am now 


funk into the pit of eternal ſhame and reproach ! 
DO with what agony do I recollect, and look back 
on my former conduct What ſcenes for repentance 
and lamentation! O the profpeft is dreadful f. 
1 cannot---1'dare not dwell upon the thought, To 
you, hawever, ' as my parents, I will endeauour to 
diſcleſe---T will relate my griefs ; and, though can 
hope for no terms of reconciliation, yet will {rite 
unto you, and ſay, Parents, I have finmed rt 


heaven, and before you, and am no more worthy. 
to be called your child. I have indeed tranſorefſed, 
and my tranſgreſſion is ever before me. But ſhall J. 
ſay that the place appointed for my inſtruction was 
the cauſe of my woe ? Indted it was. Even the 
place where virtue, where religion and piety ought 
to be inforced, even from thence I bore the cruel 
marks of vanity, felf-conceit, idleneſs, hypo- 
criſy, and wantonneſs of diſpoſition. Inſtead 
of receiving checks at the appearance, I was en- 
 eouraged in the practice of immorality. ben. 
the ſervice of God demanded my attention, I wa. 
taught to mate my obſervation and remarks upon 


- 


4 3 


way uſeful, and it rather ſerved to 
Increaſe my pride, than to enlarge 


— | mt 
| * 5 : 
* 4 


outward: ſhew, and to uſe ſuch other looſe and idle 
geſtures as were particular, purpoſely to demand 


the admiration of thoſe who beheld me. Vun 
may. be aſſured thoſe of the other ſex did not at all 


aifhke this mode of deportment and bebaviour; 


1 had, at all times, enough to flatter. that vanity 
which was daily encreaſing. ' And as our governeſs 
taught muſic, ſinging, and dancing, I did not a 
little improve in theſe qualifications. On finding 
myſelf particularly praiſed and admired on this ac- 


ccaunt, I grew the more eager to become an entire 


_ Proficient in each of theſe. Having at length ac- 


guired ſo much dexterity as to get a name, I was 


continually ſought 1 5 by people f rang and 
fubftance. With theſe invitations I was not a 


little uplifted; uſed to attend balls and routs, and 


was the admiration'of whatever company I chanced 
to be engaged in. This expence, however, I could 
not long ſupport without your aſſiſtance, which be- 
ing too often requeſted, you at length refuſed ; and 
O that the refuſal had been made 7 £9 J had 
gone to ſuch immoderate exceſs, now had T been a 
ftranger to the diftreſs-which I Feel ! On the refu- 
al of my extravagant demands, I reſalved, yes, 
r 
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my underſtanding. ' Inſtead of its 
teaching me to be chearful, humble, 
and 


all that was modeſt and virtuous.” Thus I Sign l 
in a very ſhort my _ unhappy victim which T 
nao profeſs myſe became at once a monſter, 
15 . the ſober part of my ſex ; 2 : 
( (frarfi 2 a diſcovery of my imprudence Jhould 
any ways be made) I eloped from the nurſery of 
my wickedneſs, and am — -obliged to ſeek my 
bread in common with thoſe, whoſe very preſence 1s 
 deflruftive, ' whoſe feet go down into hell, and 
whoſe paths lead unto deſiruftion. ' O my dear pu- 
rents I this is the woful 8 1 Theſe are the ſor- 
rows I feel---theſe the diftreſſes I am drove to. -* 
of for 25 veneſs---1 ben er be not too valuable a. 
from your hands, permit your loft and mi- 
hrable — to entreat it for the ſake of heaven. 
1 dare not fay, Call me home : it is impelſible that 
I could fland before your offended perſons. * "Only 
I would ſolicit, that you be not angry, and that 
you direct your prayers to the throne of mercy in my 
ms: and that God would deliver me out f my 
troubles and afflictions, and ſupport me in that day 
when the trumpet ſhall ſound, and 1, your now © 
diſtreſſed child, * hall appear to receive that reward = 


which-a repenting ſinner ſhall receive, and which » 


a OY Cod alone can ä I know I m 
| 2 


1 
* 
x > 
; 
” . 
1 
eB 
! 

1 | 
j 
| 
- 
: 
2 
1 
5 


= 


- 
4 - 
. 
8 
- 
- « * 
* 
1 8 0 $5 n 
= 2 : 7 . 
N 1s ” 
b 4 2 ad. 6 4 
e AI be re — — * 


TE : 
and obliging, it rendered me- e ſullen, 


ed, and 3 and there- 
| fore, 


unworthy of bis eff efleem, zur, nevertheleſs, I tru 
in him 255 full aſſurunce of hope, and look to him 
ye my * ba is is ready to heal and to ſave all 
: 7 who cry unto hi fr he in time g 9 | 
1 * ſubſcribe myſelf, 95 = why 5 
onoured Parents. Fahy 
e andutiful child, | 
2 M* Wenn, 

Who is he chat can peruſe the above 
without a ſenſible FEELING for the object i Nach 
diftreſs* And, that it is fad? I have certain 
knowledge, and the unhappy g girl was received 
Joyfully home, in a very ſhort time, to her 
diſconſolate parents, by means of the ſame, 
I need not add, that, as ſhe had ſeen her folly, 
ſo ſhe became 600D and vIRTUOUSLY inclined, 
This one_ inſtance may ſuffice, out of many, to 
prove the evil which attends fuch extravagant 
purſuat after the amuſements of life, when there 
is not a proper foundation Whereon to build, 
The qualifications and the diverſions of a 17 
uality ſhould never be attempted w_ bythe 
Whoſe circumflances confine. them to 
' domeſtic duties of life. Parents ſnou . 
FO . educate them accordingly. 2 


of 
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fore, inſtead of modeſtly endeavour- 


ing to obtain the eſteem of thoſe 
with whom I converſed, I laid an 
inſolent claim to their admiration ®; | 
My poor father, who imagined the, 


world beheld me with the eyes of 


his own partiality,, rather encoura- 


ged than diſcountenanced the extra- 


e value which I ſet upon my 
C „„ 


20 This, 8 is too often the caſe, where 


perſons who have received a liberal and genteel 


EDUCATION. T hey are apt, on all occaſions, 


to deſþ;ſeand look with an eye of /corn on thoſe 
| who have-not this advantage, an that with a 


. u to make themſelves appear more worthy 
reſpect, though it ſeldom fails of making 
5 — more ridiculous : ſince that ſame education 
which they ſo vainly 504%, teaches them to be 
oneek and bamble, and, at all times, ready to 


adminiſter inſtruction to the ignorant, and, to 


the unlearned, wiſdom: and kngwledge.. But i in- 


ſtead of performing theſe duties required of 
them, they are generally found exerciſing their 


Lr nes talents 1 in l oo faults, remarking 


impr pri ieties 55 


© } 
own 1 and ne glected 
the cultivation of my mind, though 
| he hourly ſacrificed to my vanity. 
le fancied that the knowledge of a 
language or two would neceſſarily 
give me good ſenſe, and believed 
. the turn of my diſpoſition muſt be 
1 right, becauſe I ſung prettily, and 
j | made a notable — at my harp- 
; ſichord. 


| 
| | N | zmproprieties, and jeering thoſe who . not 
| | : had the ſame opportunities for inſlruction which 
1 they themſelves have. III- natured as theſe 
| 
| 
| 


1 critiſciſms may appear, ſtill nothing is more 
818 car and ris. we find, was js. Matilda's 
uAnhapp 1 ſhe knew herſelf perfectl. 
I. | 2 N of a ſuperior qualifications whic 
=o were unknown to the generality of her'ſex ; and 
8 with theſe The did not a little uplift herſelf: 
= when any were in company with her, and 
1 confeſſed their ignorante in attainmenis Ike unto 
1 Hers, then that admiration ſhe inſolently laid a 
BY | en to (as the ſays) was at its higheſ pitch, 
and the language of her countenance always im- 
1 — 5 THIS N AND BEHOLD 5 


kJ 


tw 1 


ſichord *. Alas! how ſeverely has 
n convinced me, that a 
„aa le 
Ul favouritiſmn, whether it is conſidered i in 
a 9 80 view, as in a king beſtowing his fa, 
vours on any particular miniſter; or, by a 
maſter to his ; by a parent to his child; 
in each of theſe lights it. ever was, and evey 
will be, attended with. canſequences both pre- 
Judicial "and dangerous. A king, a maſter, or a 
wk . whert blinded by favourttiſm, are always 
hed by the hand of partiality. Their favours 
ways dealt plentifully out upon the objects 
5 their gleem, without ever conſidering whe- 
ther their marits entitle them to the reſpecd that 
is ſhowyn. We have an inſtance. before us of 
the truth of this : Matilda's father was blinded 
with this ee  fondneſs';, he imagined his 
daughter all. ion at the time ſhe was in 
the road for Ain. Notwithſtanding what 
report might intimate, or appearance confirm, 
he remained obſtinate in his on apinian, and 
ave no credit to. the ſuſpicions of others. In 
is eyes impropriety. always became perfection; 
vice, virtue; falſhoods,. truth; and ſo on, till 
at length this Alindneſe ended in her one run 
This picture, however, it is hoped, will be 2 
warning to ſuch over-fond and be the 
means of opening thoſe eyes. which may /ac, 
but, through their * wall not. 


12 5 


ſingle "Th, of DISCRETION out- 
weighs all the benefits to be reaped 
from the French or the Italian; and 
how heartily do I wiſh that the 
the hours which have been ſo pro- 
digally laviſhed in the attainment 
2 mere embelliſhments, had been 
wiſely employed in the leſs faſhion- 
ans ſtudics of cee a family“. 
Wiſhes 


Here Matilda makes an open declaration 
of her ignorance with reſpect to the manage 
rer of a 5 amily ; ſhe was never taught this 
neceſſary, this important duty; her hours were 
otherwiſe diſpoſed of, and ber employ ſuited 
more agreeable to the faßpion of the times. Here 
let me aſk, Are there not many---very many--- 
 numberleſs Matildas in our corrupted city ? 
Are there not, now, of thoſe who better know 
how to tread the beaten paths of diſſipation than 
to make for themſelves even the raiment which 
they put on, or prepare the prouiſions which they 
daily partake of? Nay, I will go farther, and 
aſk, Are there not thoſe who, of themſelves, 
are become incapable of adorning and — | 
even nk common ny SE the head DP | 
5 © 3 
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.' Wiſhes, however, will not, to uſe . 


ihe: forcible lan guage of a modern 


W * 
32 


wrl Ts. 


5 Roll back the flood of never= 
1 N time.” : | 


And Ackles: from uſeleſs excl» 


mation 1 ſhall . proceed with the 
ſimple 


faid, common, brats the prevalent cuſtom of 


aff ant hzad-dreſſers, &c. &c. becomes more 


and more nzverfally in practicr. But our un- 
fortunate Matilda, at 4%, fees through the oy 
of theſe things, and exclaims, O how. heartily: 
do I wiſh that my hours had been otherwiſe em- 
ployed, &c. From hence, let thoſe Matildas 
learn, who have not their eyes already opened 
by ſerious reflection, and truly conſider the end 
of theſe things. Z7dleneſs will never appear 


amiable in any ſtate of life; it always deſtroys 


the 55 and corrup ts the mind, and, 

upon that confideration, ought to be 4555 * 
and laid afide, Let them alfo conſider, whe- 
ther it would not be more praiſe- worth to be 
found 9 neck in . concerns of 


- family 


Fas 2 
fimple narration of facts. Notwith- 
ſtanding my boundleſs vanity, and 


notwithſtanding the well - known 
flenderneſs of my father's circum- 
ſtances, I had ſeveral advantageous | 
matches propoſed to me before I 
reached my eighteenth year; but 
theſe were, in general, diſregarded, 
both becauſe. no 9 pprefion. had been 
made 


FI than, without that n 3 

e ee engaged in a round of difſipation 
and gallantry : and, though they are even ladies 

of rant and education, {till in all their d:ver/rons | 

and amuſements, they ſhould remember what beſt 

becomes the character both of the gentlewomarn 

« | and the chriſfian. When this is really the caſe, 

1 I believe the number of unfortunate. Matildas 

1 | will be greatly diminiſhed, and many an honeſt 

9 married man be made more contented and happy 

: BY than he can poſſibiy be at a time when. this im- 

1 moderate purſuit after PLEASURE is carried to 

1 ſo great an extremity. Exceſs, even in virtue 

13 religion, whenever ſo uſed, becomes a 

Il | fault. — if that is granted, how bad ma 

an _ exceſs i in vice and folly be, eſpecially when 

ĩt is ſo generally encouraged” an practiſed 5 
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made upon my heart, and becauſe £ 
fancied my wonderful merits would 
at any time procure me a huſband 


with an affluent fortune x. At length 
| Mr. 


* Obſerve here, Matilda ſeemed to ſet ”* 
thief object of HAPPINESS upon fortune : her 
pores procure a huſbandwho might be able 
to ſupport her in her extravagancies, without 
either looking to the character or the perſon of 
the man. This mode of love feems at preſent 
to be too prevalent ; and the queſtion fot Wc 
when a propoſal of this ind is made 

generally to be, what fortune they haue got, 
and whether they are in circumflances able to keep 
a wife GENTEELY ? Here iv very great m 
Phaſis laid upon the word genteely ; it ſuits the 
ear of vanity, and pride ſeldom: fails to-make 


itt pleaſing in the eyes of pleaſure and ambition, 


Moſt young women, in Matilda's ſituation, 
like her, are apt to prize themſelves upon their 
wonderful MERITS. Alas! where lie theſe 
MERITS which are ſo much bogſted of Nor, 1 
fear, in a thorough #1owledge of uſeful 
ment; not in the notable fehr and manage 
1 amily expences ; or in the neceſſary ac- 

hr tents of ni and frugality. No; 
aui no not their meritorious 


NY os 


[6 1 
Mr. Markham, who had acquired a 
prodigious property as a commiſſary 
during the late war, making over- 
tures, my father thought it prudent 


rformances : but (if we rever/e the ſcene) 
inſtead thereof, their time is beſtowed in ialy 
cloathing the body, and their money ſquandered 
away on ſuperfluities which 1s due to the 1 0 
of their families and neceſſitous relations. Not 
only theſe are conſumed, but the mind is alſo 
filled with vain and idle images of outward em- 
belliſhments and ' ſhow, and what is molt likely 
to attract the eyes of a gaping multitude, I ſay, 
25 are the 5 MERITS of a modern 
Aatilda, though they are not the MERITs of 
an accompliſhed WIr ER. It was the ſaying of a 
very wile philoſopher, that a good wife, with a 
ſmall fortune, was highly to be preferred to 
a bad one of immenſe riches. But as this way 
of reaſoning will not agree with the times, I 
ſhall forbear ſaying too much on this head, and 
leave my air readers ſeriouſly. to weigh within 
themſelves, which is the moſt /kely method of 
proceeding to make the married ſtate happy, and 
Whether the good wife, poſſeſſed with her good 
__ accompliſhments, will not, in an awful hour, 
better bear the 7e/#tmony Ha good conſcience, than 
che modern butterfly with all her gaudy trappings. 


„ 
to conſent, and as I had no objec- 
tion whatever to Mr. Markham's 
perſon or manner, we were married 
in a few weeks, and I found myſelf 
miſtreſs of a magnificent houſe in 


the neighbourhood of Groſvenor- 
SU: | 


Being. We 1 ſettled, ind 
indulged in every with of my heart 
by Mr. Markham, my pride ſoon 
broke out into the moſt fatal extra- 
vagance, and I grew wholly indit- 
ferent to every enjoyment but my 
rage for admiration. In vain my 
huſband. exerted every argument of 
tenderneſs, and every act of gene- 
roſity to ſhew me the folly, nay the 
danger of my purſuit. His remon- 
ſtrances I conſtrued into inſolence, 
and imagined he was ſufficiently 
happy in the poſſeſſion of ſo invalu- 
able a treaſure as myſelf, without 
9 . D putting 


fafhronable amuſements of the town invented. 


. 

putting a diſagreeable reſtraint upon 
my inclination. The truth was, he 
had married me from a principle of 


affection, and I had given him my 


hand entirely from motives of vanity. 
He expected to have his paſſion re- 
turned with tranſport, and I looked 
for a continual round of glitter and 

diſſipation. He pined to have me 
more at home, and I ſickened for 


every FASHIONABLE amuſement x. 


The 


*The old adage, ** I hat is bred in the bone 


vill never be out of the fleſh,” is, here, fully 


verified. When once the mind has ſtamped 


upon it the impreſſion of pleaſure, and inclina- 


tian bears the direful marks of indolence and 


floth, it is, then, very ſeldom in the power of 


reaſon to root out their is from the heart. 


All pleaſures, whatſoever, ſteal in upon the jou! 


inſenſibly ; they grow upon the mind as the 
paſſions increaſe ; and fix themſelves fo deep in 


the imagination, that they remain immoveable. 


To ſapport this idle time-paſſing life are all the 
To 


2 
* 


i w 13 
The conſequence at laſt was, that 
: * became gloomy i in proportion as 
52 [atone 


To make nk appear as full of variety as poſ- 
fible anſwers the wiſhed- for e : and fo 
Jong as they can keep open the eyes of curigſſty, 
fo long will the fons and daughters of vanity offer 
themſelves at the altar of folly, Were it not 
for the netu- invented ſchemes to ſupport luxury 
and elegance, the preſent eagerneſs for them, in 
ſome meaſure, woul abate ; the appetite would 
be palled with the ſcene ; and the hateful epi- 
thet of OL D would render them . 
DRYDEN has, ſomewhere, remarked, that 


PLEASURE never comes /incere to mays 
But ſent by heaven upon hard 25 7 
And, while Fove holds out the bowl of } Joy, 


Ere it can reach our lips, tis daſh'd with 229 55 


By ſome left-handed o „ 
And the obſervation i is good ; fi there are no 


pleaſures which we enjoy, but they bring their | 


pain + they are always mingled, more or tefs, 
with ſome kind of ſorrow, and their end is in 


bitter reflection; i. e. where they are carried 


out to extremes, beyond reaſon and moderation. 
Thus, as a mind diſpoſed in the early part 


of life, for all kinds of Faſbionable pleaſures, 
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I grew indifferent, and this gloomi- 
neſs appearing, in my conception. 


of 


can ſeldom be brought to act otherwiſe in the 
latter, a proper reſtriction ought always to be 
laid upon thoſe which are ever uneaſy without 
them; that ſo, by nipping deſire in the bud, 
that craving after them may be leſſened, and the 
bewitching allurements of pomp and glitter, be 
rendered leſs tempting and powerful, It is a 
common ſaying that ** cuſtom is ſecond nature; 
ſuppoſing this to be the caſe, let a child, from 
its ſtate of infancy, be ſet in the right road; let 
it be taught, as it advances in years, the com- 
mon duties of life, both towards its creator and 
mankind in general; and then obſerve, whether 
this child will not as ſoon take to the road of 
virtue, as another, brought up in the midſt of 
diſſipation, will take to the paths of folly, A 
great writer has obſerved, tgaalt 


| Children, like tender offers, take the bow, 
And, as they fir/t are faſhion'd, always grow. 


The bent of their inclination . moſtly leans 
that way in which they were brought up, be it 
which way it will; and, therefore it is, that ſo 

many, being badly educated, turn out in the 
world meer objects of pity and compaſſion ! 


r 3 5 


of things, very ungrateful, I de- 
termined to puniſh it as much ag 
poſſible, by engaging myſelf abroad 
in an endleſs round of pleaſure, and 
by making little more than a WS 
ing place of his Dots 
f 
In this manner matters continued 
almoſt two years, during which time 


we had two children; but the ma- 


ternal duties were much too vulgar 
for a woman of my ſuperior accom- 
pliſhments, therefore I did not ho- 
nour home the more with my pre- 
ſence on account of this increaſe in 
my family. Notwithſtanding my 
V ee 


* Thus, not only the huſband was s frequently 
left and deſerted, — even the tender offspring 
of her own body was totally neglected: the care 
of the houſe, and, the charge of theſe innocents 
were committed to the direction of ſervants. 
Her education had puffed up her vanity in ſuch 
a manner, that dome/tic duties and motherly cares 


Were 
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continual engagements abroad, hows 
ever, I was about this time informed 


were thought to be parts in life which ſhe had 
no occaſion to act. Alas! how widely does 
this differ from the true intent and dale of 
leaping ! Its uſe is, here, entirely perverted. 
Does it appear, becauſe I underſtand gramma- 
tically a language or two, that I ſhould neglect 
the duty which I owe to my huſhand and my 
babes ? Shall I, becauſe brought up in an eaſy 
and genteel manner, refuſe to pay that affe&:on 
to bath which is ſo juſtly due? I ſee nothing in 
education that forbids it ; but, on the contrary, 
all that is amiable, lovely, and affeftionate, ſhould 
be the good effefts flowing therefrom. I ob- 
ſerve no laudable prefident, whereby I am di- 
rected to boaſt of my ſuperior talents and gifts 
in converſation abroad; and, at home, daringly, 
in my aclions, give my under/tanding the lie. I 
ſee, in education, it is my duty to obey; but 
this duty my uncontroulable pride will not let 
me comply with. This is the voice of reflec- 
tion, and this is, now, the language of Matilda. 
Let all mothers, therefore, learn hence, to be 
careful over their own charge; it is a charge 
which belongs peculiarly to e and there is 
nothing that will exempt them from a | 


f 23 ] 


of a circumſtance which extremely 
mortified my vanity ; and this was, 
1 3 that 


and compaſſionate regard for their little ones. 
Servants are not ſuppoſed to have that natural 
tenderneſs, that ſuſceptible feeling which the 
real mother has; of conſequence, the care taken 
of them will be leſs in proportion. As obedience 
from the child, fo, duty from the parent is com- 
manded : neither riches, titles, or learning take 
away this injuncdtion. An excuſe for any wilful 
neglect of this kind can never meet with a good 
ſupport ; and ſhe who is regardleſs of her duty 
in this reſpect, ſinks herſelf lower than the 
beaſts that periſh : they in a particular manner 
ſhow their tenderneſs for their young, and will 
oftentimes ſuffer death in defence of them. 
What diſgrace then is properly due to that 
mother who will not deign to ſee herown children 
brought up; and who, rather than deny her- 
ſelf a few of the extravagancies and the þ er 
of life, would ſooner leave her young innacentt 
to the direction of chance, and, perhaps, to the 
cruel »/uage of paſſion and cruelty? Will not 
the reflection of conſcience ſtrike deep upon tho 
mind, ſuppoſing any untimely death ſhould over- 
take the child of ſuch an hardened parent, and 
ſuch an woful accident ſhould ariſe from mere 
careleſſneſs £ Let Matilda give the anſwer. 


— 
h * 
. %. 


* 


T7. 


What Mr. Markham and my woman, 
Who was a very likely girl, had fre- 

quent meetings at a milliner's, in 

one of the bye-ſtreets of our neigh- 


| bourhood. Though I never felt any 
tenderneſs for Mr. Markham“, this 
intelligence 


— 1 * Thou h Fnour falt umy ml ue for Ar. 
. len 5 THIS, 5 meth . 
1 3s the effect of money; and ſhe herſelf acknow- 
1 ledges, that, though he had given his hand 

; from a principle of pure affection, yet ſhe! had 
| * hers. for the ſupport of gaiety. Mr. 
— 1 arkham was a man of fortune, and the xne-w 
| 2 that while that laſted, her inclinations therein 
| 
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14 would be thoroughly gratified. It would be 
=_—: well if there were not-more hands joined toge- 
oh ther upon the | ſame footing : that coolneſs in 
; affection, that jarring in converſation; and a 
Hundred other diſagreeable appearances between 
Huſbands and wives would not ſo frequently take 
place. Would people canſider before they 
proceeded fo far as to tie the #not, the 8 
of the oath which they take in the face f 
Almighty God, when they promiſe to loue, obs, FT 
and obey each OTHER, and not merely:to love, 
* and oy the n MONE _ the conſideration, I 
ae | . apprehend, 


wry 2 
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E different 


apprehend, would be attended, in the end, 
with more ſatisfactian and ſolid content, than 


is generally found without it. The 4% n 


of matrimony. is, that they who enter into that 


Hate ſhould live after God's ordinances; to be 
help mates to each other; to be tender and. rer 


gardful; to promote a mutual intereſt between 
the parties: and not while one ſhall be carefully 
raking together, the other be. w:/fully. ſpreading 
abroad; this is. not the proper fruit: and there- 
fore, when, we ſay, wwe haue no tenderneſs for a. 
perſon in ſuch a relationſhip, we confeſs. our- 


* 


perjury, before Gob. and before men ! I would 


ſelves, guilty, the moſt 3 


not, however, have the reader miſſale my 
meaning, where I ſet ſo lightly by money and 


fortune. 1 do not endeavour, y that, to ad- 
viſe a cool indiference, or,..a breaking-off con- 
nections of. this, kind, merely becauſe money is 


in the way: if money, agreeableneſs of dip. 
ſition, and affiction meet together, and every 


other circumſtance wears the face of happine/s 
and future. enjoyment, the proceedings are la- 


1 juſt, and commendable. But Where money 


* 3 ee Ht 7 "$5... ATA: LATY 
is the chief object in view, and zutere/? de 
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different 1 might be about him, 
there was no * the idea of 


his 


the ruler over Gy thing elſe ; where riches 
and titles caſt over the veil of outward orna- 
ment and ſhow, and leave under/tanding in the 
dark ; when- honour, falſe honour, prevails above 
real fancerity and truth - then, when this is the 
caſe, money, honour, titles, and outward fhow.,, 
make matrimony, generally, a ſtate of wretched- 
veſs, and becomes a burthen intolerable and vex- 
atious. An acquaintance of. mine, who is of 
an opinion that money is the root of all evil, re- 
ceiving a letter from his ſon, reſided in 
the country, and had juſt been put into buſi- 
neſs by his father; and the contents of the 
letter being to aſk his adviee upon the ſcore of 
matrimony, in which ſtate he thought he could 
make himſelf happy, though the object of his. 
defire was in very 5 circumſtances, from the 
good opinion he ce of her mental quali- 
cations, his father wrote him the e 
ſenſible and honeſt anſwer: 2 1 
Your's of the 7th inſt. Thi Hrs me, in 
which you defire my 854 Whether you ſhall or not 
tale Meet Aces for better A of is the 
Queſtion, I only know her perſon, wht 2 
leaſing; 


tas 


his infidelity. to me; I could bear to 


$8] him Wente by * eri 
t 9els WS but 


zur . and, for ought 1 hnow, ge may 0 
all the requifites -which form a good wife, \ Jach as 
being nirtuouſly inclined, r diſcreet, _— 
trious, frugal, cleanly, and. good-tempered ;' 
ſhe has, and you think proper to join hearts 5 
hands, 7 Aly Se r and readily fay AMEN. 
In this, I dare * will belieue be as you 
hnow' my advice on 5 was always the re- 
verſe of f forbid and pA And, though ya a 
are now ſettled in a little way for yourſelf, Pres 4 
ſmall fortime might be of uſe in aſſiſting you thro” 
the difficulties with which you may meet, yet by 
your awn induſiry and prudent management of your. 
time, joined ith the economy and frugality of a 
fobier halpmate; you may, under the protection of 
2 paſs through life in à comfortable man- 
ner and aboue contempt. I have nothing more ta 
add, till T ſee you in town ; in the mean time you 
have my hearty" concurrence in every thing 0 ich 
may appear for your good. I remain | , Hh. 
Your m Nn and Friend, 
H n. 
In conſequence of this favourable anſwer 
the ſon 5 in a few weeks afterwards, 
and, by the 1 of each, ſeem at preſent ts 
go on fair for the road of Pig. | 
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Back it was intolerable to chitik of his 
being attached to any body elſe; it 
was a treaſon againſt the majeſty of 


my merit, and 1 determined in a fa- 


tal hour to be amply revenged on mo 


criminal. O ye daughters of re 
tation! beware of erting a alle 


reſentment, even where the perfidy 


of your huſbands may be evident. 


Let not his errors lead you into 
actual crimes, nor madly make a 
facrifice of your happineſs, and your 
own character, through a ridiculous 
notion of retaliating your wrongs. 


Lou can ſuffer no diſtreſs that will 
| equal a fall into infamy. 


5 he afflic- 
tion of the innocent is an Elyfium 


compared to the anguiſh of the 


guilty, and the ſtroke of «calamity 
is always keen in proportion to the 


conſciouſneſs of having deſerved it. 


Had 1 prudently conſidered this 


chile the conſideration could have 


been 


[ 29 ] 
been uſeful, my bloom of life would 
not now be chilled with the blaſts 
of ſhame, nor had the ſtorm of re- 
proach rooted up all the flattering 
proſpe& of my future felicity ; the 
ſunſhine ef tranquility would have 
ſmiled upon my morning, and my 
evening would have been pleaſant 
and ſerene. But, alas! I raiſed re- 
ſentment where reconciliation was 
needful; and, inſtead of recovering 
my huſband's affection, I muſt excite 
his deteſtation | It is unneceſſary 
to explain myſelf farther. It is 
_ needleſs to inform the reader, that 

there are men enough to flatter a 
woman who has youth and a paſſable 
perſony eſpecially where ſheis a ſlave 
to difſipation®. This was, unhap- 
Io e Pony 


11 1 


„ This is one of the ſad Hias of diſſipation; 
flighty airs, . looſe geſtures, and idle poſitions, 
generally are the fruits of it, of which rakes 

and libertines fail not to make advantage. 


\ 


TE 
pily, my abe and in the ra 
wretched moment of my i 


ndig 
tion at Mr. Markham's [ſuppoſed] 


infidelity, ſome dæmon rendered a 
profeſſed admirer of mine ſo very 
importunate, that I liſtened; to him 
from motives of revenge, and yield- 
ing to his ſolicitation, on purpoſe to 
puniſn 5 n Was _— 
undone *, 1 3191 r 


Hence ariſes a moſt melancholy ſeene for 
refleftion : one of the moſt folemn' vows which 
could have been made is now; braten! The 
beſt of huſbands toren ed and injured from meer 
fuſpieion and Matilda ruined! let married 
perſons learn from this tragical ſcene, the 
benioufneſs of the guilt here committed: and 
though women, generally ben d the are of 62 
more eaſy and — *. ant ſpirit, thoug 
o _—_ unde N ber i with 
ener; e ence but Roden itſelf, ſtill, the 
gui of 4 ltery is, by no means, leſs in the 
than it is in the man. It is no more 


L — for women to have many huſbands 
than for men 'to have many wives; therefore, 


in n this 2 the ee is che 7 nd 
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The aconfiltedate's the unpardoas 
able ſtep I had taken was not long 
concealed, nor did it ever ſtrike me 
till it was publiſhed, that without 
making my ſhame and infamy uni- 
verſally known, I could enjoy no 


triu 247 over Poor Mr. Markham. 
It 


conſequence, the ſin 8 The puniſhments. 
inflicted for thoſe who were guilty of this atro- 
cious crime formerly were various: the Moſaic 
law commanded the adultereſs to be ſtoned to 
death: that an law was to cut off her 
_ noſe: the Nano put out their eyes: the 
Germans 2 the adultereſs amidſt her kindred 
naked, ſhaved her head, and cauſed her huſ- 
band to beat her with clubs through the city: 
and the Cumani cauſed the woman to ride na- 
ked upon an afs, and be hooted at, and for 
—_— to be called in feorn, a rider upon an 
With adulterers the laws. were alſo very 
fares all countries agreeing in their iy 
eee ſo offenſive and full of evil. 
ore, from all occaſions of impurity; 


from {o/c company ; ING; 5 from age 


* 


1 


It was however no ſooner known, 


(which was in a few days, through 
the vanity of my paramour) than I 
was overwhelmed, not only with 
diſgrace, but with remorſe ; and 
diſcovered that my reſentment. a- 
gainſt my unfortunate huſband was 
as unjuſtly founded, as the FATAL | 
7 INPDIFFERENCE 


from indecent mixtures in dancings; from id!s 
talk; from amorous geſtures; from wanton 
thoughts; and from fighity diſpoſitions: ſome of 
theſe are the very prologues to luff, and tend 


only to the perſecution of chaſtity and innocence. 


The ſureſt way to eſcape temptations of this ſort 
is to fly ones /elf, and avoid every ſinful op- 
portunity. There is however, à reverence 
due to numbers which puts a check upon the 
tongue, and lays a becoming reſtraint upon con- 


Ver ſation whenever it would ſerve the purpoſe 


of lewadneſs : therefore, thoſe Matildas who 
would with happrneſs and felicity to follow them- 
lues and their families, would do well to con- 
ſider theſe things, leſt at any time they fall a 
prey to an ungovernable and revengeful paſſion, 
and bring down upon their own. heads de/truc- 


tion, infamy, and reproach ! ' 


T8 1 
ANDIPFERENCE which gave riſe to 
my crime. Mr. Markham, indeed, 
had frequent meetings with my wo- 
man at the milliner's I have men- 
tioned; but theſe meetings were 
perfectly innocent, nay, they were 
perfectly laudable; the round of 
amuſements in which I was con- 
ſtantly engaged, and the avidity 
with which I liftened to every cox- 
comb that offered up incenſe at the 
ſhrine of my vanity, had, for a long 
time, filled him with doubts of _ 
honour, and he naturally enough 
imagined, that ſhe, who diſdained 
to preſerve the appearance. of repu- 
tation, would entertain but little 
| 9 for the reality x. Actuated 
S A add very upon thy * of. any 
2 gerate object whatſoever, in imagination, may 


e ſuppoſed, at all * willing: to. em- 
Fe * — 2 
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by a belief of this nature, and ſup- 


poſing that my woman muſt nece- 
ceffarily be my confident, in caſe of 
any illicit correſpondence, he had 
frequently appointments with her at 

the mulliner's, not chuſing, for fear 
of ſuſpicion, to converſe with her 
privately in his own houſe. Thus 
the very meaſures he took to fave me 
from ruin, became material cauſes 
of my deſtruction ; and thus by the 
prepoſterous pride of a wretch, gi 
was wholly unworthy of him, the 
happineſs of his family was entirely 
blaſted, while he e e 


for its Toſboration.. 


Had the e ee 
however, terminated here, I think 
it would have been poſſible for a 

life of penitence to give me ſome 


pen 
diſtant idea of comfort, and the diſ- 


grace to which Iam m juſtly caſt out, 
HE INOS 


Ta +F 
might be confidered as a kind of ex- 
piation for my crime. But, alas! 
the guilt of infidelity was to be at- 
tended with blood, and Mr. Mark- 
ham was not only to be ruined in 
his peace, but my father -O, 
Sir, the recollection, the bare re- 
collection of the miſeries which my 
infamy has produced, almoſt drives 
me into madneſs; and I am aſto- 
niſhned that the laws do not cut off 
ſuch monſters. as myſelf from the 


face of ſociety. Mighty God! look 
down upon me with an eye of com- 


paſſion. Theſe tears are not the 


tears of difappointed pride; nor 
are theſe treſſes now torn from my 


miſerable head, becauſe my vanity 


is no longer to be indulged. No, 
the anguith of my ſoul is now the 
genuine reſult of contrition ; and I. 


will hope for pardon in the future 
world, though I can never look for 
We 2 tranquility 
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tranquility or forgiveneſs in this*: 
12 to . e ray 


The inſtant that my 8 


iel Mr. Markham's ears, he 
flew to me, (I was then in my 


dreſſing- room) and in a tone of the 


utmoſt deſpair exclaimed, O Ma- 


«© tilda! what have I done to de- 


FE: * ſerve this! ? Was it not enough to 


166 ' deſtroy 


* Tf 


* Hear the voice of biene at the picture 
of reſleclion !] the paſſions of the ſoul are, here, 


drawn up together in confuſion. and diſorder; 
pride, covetouſneſs, ambition, tyranny, and deſ- 
pain, join each with their torments to aſſiſt 
recollection ! folly ſtands uppermoſt in the lift 


of vices, accompanied by the word WILFUL : 
neither tears or ſorrows can wipe them from 
the book of conſcience] vanity lowers her up- 
lifted countenance, and pride fickens at the 


_ diſappointment ! In this view let my readers 
look at the unfortunate Matilda ; ſee her very 
ſoul ſunk into the deep pit of contrition, while 

ber N cheeks are * with the falling 


tears 


deſtroy my repoſe, without mura 
dering my reputation? Or if you 
„ had no regard for my: honour; 
* why were you loſt to all pity for 
«© your helpleſs innocents? They 
% have: never offended, - though I 
may have unhappily diſpleaſed, 
« and they were intitled to ſome - 
« little compaſſion, though no pity 
hs whatiocver, mien be: due to me. 
N Aus | 


4 hon on 1 5 Kor 


95895 of penitence and 4 : 
affecting ſcene have its u impreſſion | "wy 


By others hw Jari ye to do well, 3 


* 


A 


* 


Ae will have its hour where wil bas 
darted forth its poiſon; and in the time of 
recollection its ſevere Tebukes. will not be 
ſilenced. The bitter purging-draught of I 
REMEMBER, moves the ſickly: patient laſt, 
of all: the recolleion of ONCE I DID, 

attends the mind cloſe and conſtant, ſpeakin 

within, Viy did I thus? This is the trial of 
conſcience at the time of diſtreſ, and in the 
hour of diſſolution and this the Micron of 
the humble, ſubmiſſive, and penitent Matilda? 
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"Twas mine; tis his, and b be 


And makes me poor indeed. Sah. 


1 


Fe. But, madam (continued he, raiſ- 
* ing his voice into a fierceneſs 
ic that terrified me) though you 


made ME wretched, you 
e ſhall not make M contemptible : : 
« this moment you muſt quit my 
« houſe, nof ſhall you enter my 


_ «© habitation more. The unhappy 


< little ones will be carefully at- 
% tended to, but they ſhall. be 
taught to forget every trace of a 
mother who has covered them 
« with infamy, and planted dag- 
« gers in the boſom of RR unfor- 
c tunate „ 8 av 


S 


f | Saying 
* a Nails i in man or . | 

1 the immediate jewel of our ſoulss | 
Who ſteals my purſe, ſteals. traſh; 5 "rs fome- 
| thing, nothing; 5 
 $oulinds, | e e 


But be that filches from me my. GOOD NAME, 


Robs me of that which not FAIR, ber, 


* * 7 * 1 
” TN + > & 4 159 ” oh 8 . N te» — 1 S $I 8 S Ab nets, i 
* % % 


30 1 

Saying this, he hurried out, while 
I fainted in the arms of my woman, 
and remained ſo wholly ſenſeleſs 
for ſeveral hours, that my recovery 
was entirely deſpaired f. 
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On the loſs of a treaſure ſo truly valuabl 
we find Mr. Mar#ham, in the greateſt diſtreſs; 
conſcious of his own innocence,. and, truly 
ſenſible of her injuſtice, he cries out with tears 
in his eyes, O Matilda what have 1 done to- 
deſerve this uſuage from your hands My con- 
ſcience charges me with nothing crimi 


qutte 


* 


” 


on Ader che wiſh: of my 
aids (O what a misfortune is the 
power of recollection to the miſer- 
able and wretched !) I Was removed 
in. obedience to Mr. Markham's 
tive order, to my father's. Here, 


inſtead of N ener ee 1 
e e as 


t 
; Yalſe thou NE TOP woman * Wa er remain 
of ſenſe within thee, Jock at thy folly ; reflact 
thy conduct both towards me and thy babes ! Ab. / 
There was thy affettton towards them? Where thy 
rare? Thy duty ? Thy inſtruction? Alas, they 
untaught, e and deſpiſed, now gage upon 
thee with innocence and ſimplicity; but innocence 
nor ſimplicity noi thee ; therefore, hencefort 
0 theſe thine own affipring bid a long farewel : : 
75 rom ſuch a mother abſence _ beſt.” 
From theſe reflections let wives learn chaſtity ; 
mothers, prudence and parental affoction; and 
e wiſdom, fai 5 and ſincerity: 
that ſo, by acting conſiſtently in each of their 
reſpective e they may maintain their 
good names and characters with propriety, and 
de happy in the enjoyment of each other both | 
nere and n 


1 4 J 


was to look for the keeneſt of all 
reproach ; but, contrary to my ex- 
pectations, the voice that hailed me 
was the voice of vir, and the ve- 
nerable author of my being was al- 
moſt in the agonies of death, as they 
led me trembling to his apartment. 
He had been for a long time confined 
by the gout, and this unlooked- for 
calamity throwing it inſtantly into 
his ſtomach, beyond the power of 
medicine, he lay patiently waiting 
for the hour of diſſolution. On 
my entrance he was raiſed up in 
his bed, where he held forth his 
ttembling hands, and with ſome 
difficulty articulated, O Matilda; 
e forgive your dying father! It 
* was my miſtaken manner of edu- 
% cation that has ruined my un- 
% happy child.“ . He could utter 
no more. His pangs came on him 
400 faſt, and he expired before they 
- BJ I could 
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could convey me from the dreadful 
ſcene to another room. 


Here I was ſeized with a violent 
fever, and lay delirious ſeveral days. 
When the violence of my diſorder 
was ſomewhat abated, I enquired, 
I ventured to enquire after poor Mr. 
Markham and my dear children, 
The accounts I received were flat- 
tering, and greatly forwarded my 
recovery. But my health was no 
ſooner. re-eſtabliſhed, than I found 
theſe: accounts to be entirely the 
pious frauds of friendſhip, and cal- 
culated only_ to haſten my amend- 
ment. The truth was, Mr. Mark- 
ham had been obliged to fly for kil- 
ling the partner of my guilt in a 
duel, and he tock the two children 
along with him. Where he had 
taken refuge nobody. could tell me, 
nor have 1, to this hour — 5 


SM 8 } FIR : 
e 


„„ 
the place of his retreat. His houſe, 
his eſtates, his property in the funds, 
were all converted into money, and 
once a year I receive a cover con- 
taining a note for two hundred 
pounds. It comes from his appoint- 
ment I am well convinced, but 
there is no poffibility of tracing him 
though it is now ſeven years ſince 
he juſtly ſpurned me from his. pro- 
tection. O that he knew the anguiſh 
of my. heart, or heard that my time 
1s RY: aſſed in ſolitude and 
tears. at he would bleſs me 
with one ar at my poor children. 
It is true their mother is a ſeandal 
to them, and the mention of her 
name muſt tinge their young cheeks 
with an inſtant glow of indignation. 
But my ſweet babes, my lovely lit- 
tle ones! though your mother is an 
outcaſt-thouę gh ſhe is a wretch, 
Ge > feels for you with the keeneſt 
"Se" e ſenſibility, 


„ 
- 


[ 44 
ſenſibility, and would herifice hey : 
life with joy to be convinced that 
you are in health and ſecurity. She 
muſt not dare to indulge the hope 
of ever ſeeing your highly injured 
father; that happineſs ſhe has eter- 
hally forfeited. Could ſhe, however, 
claſp you for a moment, a ſingle 
moment to her agonizing boſom, 
the would. O Mr. Markham! if 
this ſhould happily fall into 
your Hands, beſtow one charitable 
thought npon a creature now hum 
bled in the duſt, and bleeding with 
the deepeſt contrition for her crime. 
As a wir E the does not perſume to 
mention herſelf, nor means to ad- 
dreſs your tenderneſs; büt to im- 
plore your humanity. Have pity 
on her, therefore, dear Sir! only 
fay you are well yourſelf, and that 


your children are in ſafety, and if | 


_ ae of ſuch a monſ er to the 
b — throne 


TY, © 

throne of mercy can be any way ef- 
ficacious, the little remnant of her 
unfortunate life ſhall be employed 
in ſupplicating that happineſs for 
you and yours both here and here- 
after, which ſhe can never enjoy in: 
this world, and which without your 


forgiveneſs the _ 8 forfeit 
in enext. - 


. MATILDA MARKHAM, 
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„ alas xl 
Mus. ANN AYSCOUGH. 
THE many difficulties I have 


met with in life, the melan- 
choly misfortunes which have at- 


tended me, and the diſtreſſes I have 


laboured under, both in body and 


mind, and which, principally, have 


ariſen from my own folly and miſ- 


conduct in the younger part of my | 


time, firſt gave the occaſion of my 


8 committing 


* 


1 + 7 


committing this hiſtory to the PCs 


ruſal of the young of both ſexes. 


And as it is my deſign, in the 


courſe of this narrative, ſtrictly to 


keep within the bounds of expe- 


rience and veracity, I am in hopes, 


that, where T have been remiſs in 
my duty---or,---gone aſtray from 
the paths of obedience, and done 


_ thoſe things which I ought not to 


have done---where I have refuſed 
to obey the ſtill voice of REASON, 
and.neglected to attend the dictates 


of wisDoM and PRUDENCE, and 
to give ear unto COUNSEL when 


it was nigh---when I declare theſe 
ſeveral follies of my paſt youth with 
earneſtneſs and fincerity, I flatter my- 
ſelf with the pleafing expectation of 
its being uſeful by way of inſtruc- 


tion, deterring ſome from proceed- 
Ing, and others from entering inte 
45 Win 


AS. ſuch 
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ſach paths and connexions. With 
this view alone I haye the preſump- 
tion to write, and not — any 
motive of vanity or affectation. 
What I advance here is only a {ſimple 
narration of facts, unadorned with 
the beauties of ſublime language, 
and the poliſhing ſtrokes of an able 
and 2 8 wit. The reader will, 
therefore, have ſo much charity as 
to excuſe any improprieties he may 
meet with, as occuring from the 
n of an unfortunate, an unhappy, 
and diſtreſſed female. With this in- 
troduction, I will proceed to par- 
ticulars; and they are as follow : 


I éwas the eldeſt of four fiſters ; 
my father I remember very little of, 
he dying when I was about five 
years of age. After his deceaſe my 
mother continued in the ſame buſi- 
nefs (which was that of 2 baker) 


and 


. ax . HA 
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and was very eminent in that way. 
When I was fourteen years old, 
I was ſent from Wandſworth (the 
place of my mother's reſidence) to 
a very rich aunt of mine in London, 
who was defired to take me under 
her direction; for though I was ſo 
young, yet at this age I grew ex- 
tremely pert and headſtrong. Hav- 
= ing no father to exert a proper au- 
[ fthority over me, and my mother 
being naturally of a meek and quiet 
* diſpoſition, and blind to all my fol- 
1 lies (through a partial fondneſs) I 
ſoon became miſtreſs over her, and 
inſtead of being obedient to her moſt 
trifling commands, I ſpurned at her 
inſtructions, and anſwered her re- 
queſts with inſolence. The means 
made uſe of to keep me at ſchool 
were inſufficient; neither 
words, fair promiſes, money, or or 
| HE * N ſo. that my 
$a. | knowledge | 
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knowledge! in reading, at this time, 


may be reckoned very deficient. As 


I was grown to this exceſſive high 
pitch of diſobedience and obſtinacy, I 


the removal of me to my aunt's, 
was the beſt method which could 
be thought of to my advantage. 
Accordingly when I arrived at her 
houſe, in Gracechurch-ſtreet, J was 
received with a coolneſs which I did 
not expect; my vanity, here, was 
not ſupported with ſufficient admi- 
ration ; no tongue was heard to pro- 
nounce-a ſyllable in my praiſe, or in 
commendation of my perſon ; the 


flatteries of a fond mother, and the 


ſeeming affection of her fawning 
viſitants, here, my ambition did not 
know. The ſtrangen 


unknown cor 


for a few days put a bridle upon 


Fre nh but after I became a little 
better 


eſs of this re- 
ception, joined to the variety of 
any, did, however, 


CS 
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better acquainted with the family; 
dy degrees, I grew pert, and was 
| headſtrong as uſual. This altera- 5 
tion in my behaviour, you may 


aſſured, did not paſs unnoticed by 
my aunt; I received ſeveral ſevere 


rebukes and reprimands; accompa- 

nied with a ſternneſs that mortified 
my pride, ſince I conſidered myſelf 
as one by no means ſubject to her 
influence and inſtruction, but mere- 


* as a yoni Rady, and her viſitor, = 


Wich reſpect (dc my perſonal 
| ee J had features 
comely and paſſable. Had my fancy 
reſted here, the woes which 1 now 
experience mi „ have 
been unfelt. But 1 —— 5 — 

beautiful; I imagined that I did 
attract where I did not, and thereby 
ſet opon myſelf a value which nei- 
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would ever merit. Inſtead of con- 
ſidering, that admiration (if at- 


tempted to be raiſed) ſhould be done 
by the true ornaments of the mind, 
"RELIGION, VIRTUE, and DISCRE> 
ION, I imagined, that fine attire, 


wit, beauty, birth, and quality were 
the only means to do it; and, there- 


fore, for dreſs and beauty I conſul- 


ted my glaſs: my pertneſs I con- 


ſtrued into wit: and the glitter of 
my appearance, I judged, might be 


taken for birth and quality; for 
though I was only the daughter of a 


baker, ſtill the fortune left each of 


us by my father at his death, was 


upwards of five thouſand pounds ; 
and, now, being always encouraged 
by my mother in dreſs-extravagany 


cies, 1 did not want a will to per- 


form a part ſo pleaſing and accept» 
able to the bent of my own inclina- 
tions. But alas | how widely dif- 
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erent ĩs the compatiſon between the 
praiſe, honour, and eſteem which all 
good, wiſe, and ſober people have, 
and the ſhort gaze and compliment 
which vain and idle perſons pay to 
beauty and cloaths !----But to p8o- 
ceed 1n my account: : 
After bring -oontiread] at t my 
aunt's about three years, and, dur- 
ing that ſpace, behaved with the 
greateſt impropriety and inconſiſ— 
tency, both in words and deeds, I 
was bid to take my leave, and re- 
turn home to my affectionate mother. 
In obedience to this command, the 
next morning I ſet off for home, 
though in a very croſs and ſullen 
diſpoſition. The reader will eaſily 
gueſs the reaſon of my being diſ- 
| Pleaſed and out of temper at my de- 
parture from thence, when I inform 
kim r, while I had been a reſi- 
dent 
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LE - 
dent in Ber Rouſe; I Bad given ſoms 
bowing to a young officer in 
the army te Ichdrefſes 20 this 
And who had fo far gained His point 
that T had given him my neter 
that no man, befide himſelf, ſhould 
ever have 4 ſhare in my affections. 
Notwithſtanding this circumſtance, 
and the unlucky accident of his not 
ktiowing of my departure, I arrived 
home once more to hy 8 and 


ſiſters. 


| Here I wa 
tenderneſs and affection. But my 
unbounded pride ſoon began to re- 


aſſume its flagrant bounds. What 


little education I received in Lon- 
don was ſoon difcovered to be of a 
wrong kind: though I could now 


read with a tolerable accent, and 
write a hand not very — — 


| yet my mind was came fled 
ij with 


geln revived with f 
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with grand appearances, magnificent 
entertainments, ſplendid balls, fine 


plays, elegant gardens, curious per- 


formances, wonderful ſights, new 
faſhions, and polite amuſements. 
Upon theſe things, and others of a 


like nature, my attention was ever 


fixed. It was impoſſible now for 
HOME to contain me. That would 
furniſh nothing but buſineſs and 
induſtry. My hands were too deli- 
cately nice, my taſte too much re- 
fined for employment of any kind 
that was deemed work ! Here then 
it was impoſlible to remain: ſome 
other ae I was reſolved to find 
out, whereby my fancy and my am- 
bition could be ſatisfied. In this 


reſtleſs ſituation I remained. ſome 
months, nor did length of time 


wear off the eagerneſs of my deſire. 

At length a young tradeſman in the 

Nel cighbourhood offerin g his ſervice, 
| ZE and 


ww 
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and making his propoſals to my 
mother, ſhe offered them ſeriouſly 
to my conſideration; adding, that 
it was her advice that it ſhould be 
ſo; and that ſhe thought the match 
would be both for my intereſt and 
advantage. Theſe propoſals not 
agreeing with my own inclinations, 
partly owing from a pre-engage- 
ment I had made with the officer, 
Mr. Fentum, (whom I have men- 
tioned before) and partly from my 
own ambition, thinking a tradei- 
man far beneath one of my breed- 
ing, and; therefore, unworthy of 
me, I at once rejected his overtures, 
and treated him with inſolence for 
his daring preſumption. . This ill- 
natured treatment, however, did 
not prevent him from coming as 
uſual to our houſe: His viſits were 
more frequent than ever; and he 

renewed his affectionate addreſſes 
mm 7 with 


with an additional fervour. Upon 
theſe his repeated attacks, and the 


earneſtneſs of my mother's advice on 


the ſubject, and ſeeing that my fri- 
volous objections. were of no effect 
to put an end to his amorous pro- 
feſſions, I agreed to the propoſition. 
of marriage, though, at the ſame 


time, I had not the leaſt regard or 


affection for him. The only motive 
I had in view herein was, that, as 
he had a genteel coming-in from 
his buſineſs, I imagined he would 
then, with the Semen of my own 


fortune, be enabled. to ſupport me 


in my gaiety, and indulge me in all 
my extravagant turns of fancy and 
diffipation. With theſe expecta- 


tions! in view, I appointed the day 


for the conſummation of the nuptial- 


rites, and they were accordingly per- 


formed on the Ny” of my 
1 year. 
Afi ter 
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After a few days ſpent in feſtivity 


and merriment, Mr. Ayſcough's. 


buſineſs required his attendance at 


nity, I deſired he would take me 


thither with him; to which he ac- 
 eordingly conſented. During our 
ſtay here, we viſited my aunt. and 
others of my. friends; and they 


preſſing me to ſtay longer than Mr. 


Ayſcough's buſineſs would permit, 
be left me for a few days longer a- 
mongſt them, and returned home. 
Of this opportunity I made as much 


as poſſible; opera- houſes, public 


aſſemblies, and gardens engaged my 
chief attention; and, I am ſorry to 
add, was at laſt the inſtrument of 
all my diſtreſs, and the original 
_ deſtruction of all the happineſs and 

have enjoyed, had my gu 8 
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and temper received a more virtuous 
and eee turn. 


0 ye young and epd f 
Tet not theſe deſtructive paſſions be 
encouraged to exceſs. Let your 
minds be well fortified againſt all 
their allurements, and liſten not to 
the voice of Unſatisfied Pleaſure ! 
Contentment is not there; and Hap- 
ma _ is feen afar off! 


+ When 1 had neh Has 5 bew 
days I had to ſtay, and all in this 

extravagant manner, I was en gaged, 
in a party of fix or eight others, to 
go to Vauxhall. When I came 
there, and colts to ſeat myſelf 
in one of the boxes, who ſhould 
accoſt me but Mr. Fentum, the per- 
fon to whom I had faithfully pro- 
miſed my affections. After expreſ- 

ſing his ſurprize at ſeeing me ere, 
und paying a few reſpectable com- 
| pliments, | 


EST 
pliments, he begged the favour, if 
it was not diſagreeable, to join the 
company. None of my friends 
knowing Mr. F entum, and ſuſpect- 
ing no private intimacies between 
us, as I was juſt married, readily 
complied with his requeſt, and he 
was admitted without more cere- 


mony. Thus, an opportunity was 


ſoon found for a more private con- 
verſation between him and me; in 


the courſe of which he intreated me 


to inform him where 1 lived now, 


as he had ſeveral times enquired at 


my aunt's, but was as often diſap- 
pointed and affronted. Not being 
readily prepared for an anfwer to this 


requeſt, I was a little confuſed ;. for 


not caring to let him know I was 


married, I informed him, that for 


ſome. time I had been extremely ill, 
and was now _ unſettled, as my 


time was ſpent, iefly, 1 in the coun- 


try, 


try, and my eontinuafice In one place 


week 


beit) I made a ſtop, 


ta 


vety ſhork and uHcertain; that I was 
under the direction of a dector, and 
that this was a thing which he prin- 
pay recommended for my reco- 

; adding, that I was to fet off 


ee next morning again for the 
country, with ſome other friends, 


and that 1 ſhould Ray there ſome 


Mr. Fegtum a i d 4 of 
my hand, and looking earneſtly in 


| i face, faid, © You do not forget 


your promiſe, do you?” I re- 
plied, „No.“ Wien then, ſays 
* he; fhall J Hear from you? Ne 
Here, (cotifcions of my -own de- 

and heſitated, 
do not know ; 


but at laſt ſaid. 


„ as foon as n 
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| Nothing | 
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Nothing material, beſides this, 
paſſed between us that evening ; 


x 
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only he begged, that when I came 
to town again I'would favour him 
with my addreſs; which, when I 
had faithfully promiſed to perform, 
he very politely took his leave of 
the company and departed. After 
this unexpected meeting I grew very 
_ unealy; my mind was continually 
in a labyrinth of trouble; and I 
had ſo far given up my affections to 
Mr. Fentum, that I knew not how 
to diſengage myſelf from my pro- 
miſes of a future correſpondence, 
as I had, very fooliſhly, and with de- 
ſign, kept him in the dark of my 


COU 


- The morning appointed for my 
departure being come, I returned 
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home to my huſband, where, inſtead 
of a crowd of gazing fops, I was 
ſurrounded with hurry and buſineſs. 
This, you may be aſſured, did not at 
all ſuit my taſte, and notwithſtand- 
ing I was received with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs imaginable; though Mr. 
 Ayſcough's willingneſs to indulge 
me in every reaſonable particular, 
demanded the deepeſt ſenſe of gra- 
titude, ſtill my unreaſonable paſſions 
and inclinations were ever ungrateful 
and unſatisfied. In this ſtate of diſ- 
agreeable reſtleſſneſs I continued 
about ſix or ſeven months, when I 
aſked him, with an air of imperti- 
Nence, to provide me a houſe, or 
ſome convenient and genteel apart- 
ments in London, fince the fatigue. 
and buſtle of his affairs at home 
were too much for a perſon who had 
brought him a fortune ſo confider- 


able as I did. This requeſt, hows 


ever, 
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ever, he be. proper to deny, for 
reaſons which I need not here recite. 
The fact was, I had ſtill remaining. 
in my remembrance the promiſe I 
ſo faithfully, made to Mr. Fentum ; 
and; though I knew it was impoſſi- 
ble now to be as good as my word. 
ſtill I wanted to be in his company, 

and to appear with him at ſome of 
the public places of polite reſort, 

where, formerly, he and I, (as we 
termed it) uſed to ſhine very fre- 
quently.. As I could have no proſo 
| pets otherwiſe of doing this than by 
having apartments in town; and, 

as I had made this requeſt known to 
Mr. Ayſcough, and thereupon met 
vrith. his denial; there remained no- 
thing to do but to render myſelf as 
Gre to him as enn * 


"$0 & 8. 


a be 


no favourable circumſtance occurred 
een this methed of Proceeding. | 


1 6 1 


obliging and kind expreſſions; for 
his e to diſregard his com- 
mands, and, before company, ſpoke 
in deriſion of him and his relations. 
In ſhort, I tried all the methods my 
imagination could paint to give him 
a ſecret diſguſt and endleſs vexation. 
But this my attempt was not at- 


tended with ucoeſs for, notwith- 


ſanding theſe perpetual indifferen- 
cies and daily ronts, he remained 


outwardly e and eaſy; ſo that 


What to do now 1 Kw not 2 


nevertheleſs I was reſolved to con- 


_ tinne this deteſtable diſpoſrtion till 


as 


ſome favourable y ſhould 


dffer itſelf tom eee. I had 
not continued a great while in this 
laſt determined reſolution before a 


le * head, which, 
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if rightly improved, I judged might 
anſwer my wiſhed-for purpoſe, and 
at the fame time puniſh my huſband 
ſeverely : and this thoughtful reſo- 
lution was no leſs than that I had 
poſitively determined upon an elope- 
ment; for which purpoſe I ſecreted 
feveral ſmall bank-notes out of Mr. 
Ayſcough's bureau, and, in his ab- 
ſence, packed up, privately, ſome of 
my belt and moſt grand apparel, di- 
recting them under a feigned name, 
to be left at the inn till called for. 


The next day my huſband being 


obliged to go out of town upon bu- 
neſs, and the road being contrary 
to that of London, I got ever 
hours after he fet off, unknown 
to any of the ſervants, or any one 
of my acquaintance whatſoever,” T 
went in the Wandfworth machine 
for London, When I had reached 
„ town, 


[ ©] 
town, my next ſtep was to get me 
a lodging, which luckily I did ſoon 


after my arrival, in Suffolk-ſtreet, 
6 hs 3 | 


The: aden need not. by informed 
in what light I was looked upon at 
my new habitation : having no place 
to refer any body for my character, 
and being unwilling to diſcover the 
reality of the caſe, the moſt favour- 
able opinion of my modeſty and 
virtue muſt be but indifferent. 5 


8 13 ee two of three 
5 with great reſervedneſs, hardly | 
venturing to appear at my windo 
for fear of being known. At length 
the family grew more familiar, — 
became agreeably converſant; when, 
to prevent any very bad ſuſpicion of 
my character in life, I informed 
Abe. that J was a lady in good 
tt circumſtances, 
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clocinſtayces; but _ compelled 


by my father to conſent to the mar- 
Tying of an old: man, to whom J 


had a particular averſion,” I choſe 
rather to: abſent myſelf for a little 
time, till either the old fellow had 


changed the object of his wiſhes, or 


my father ſhould reject his propoſi- 


tions, and offer to my acceptance a 


perſon more agreeable to my own . 


age and liking. - With a ſtory thus 
contrived. (though barely plauſible) 
I was now looked upon with an eye 
of pity, and my caſe was heartily 
commiſerated as really cruel and 
affecting; ; nor was there any ſuſ- 


picion to the N of this Tor. 


ſome time. St i Ec 18 ns 
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15 this my 1 tui 1 


ſoon found means to write a letter 
of information to Mr. Fentum, 


e 1 did not — Joey to let 


him 


1 


Hit know any thing as yet of my 
being married. Mr. Fentum, fa- 
voured with this long expected 
epiſtle, waited fpon me the next 
day at m = lodgings, under the cha- 
racter a couſin, and, as ſuch, 
was looked upon with friendſhip 
and civility by the family of the 
houtfe. His viſits were now. very 
frequent; his addreſſes became more 
fervent than ever; and finding that 
they had their defired impreffion 
upon my mind, honeſtly. defired me 
to appoint the happy day when we 
ſhould be joined together. Many 
were the filly excufes which I made 
in objection to the conſummation ; 


and, always remembering to avoid 


diſcloſing the real cauſe, I grew 
extremely unhappy and diſtreſſed. 
In order to leſſen and alleviate mo 


x 2 * 
* 8 1 
— = — — 


C5} 


attended, at his expence, every 
place that was termed genteel, gay, 


and polite. The fear of being diſ- 


covered by my friends was, now, 
in ſome meaſure wore off from: my 
mind; and therefore, being har- 
dened in my crime, made not the 


leaſt ſcruple of accompanying my 


aramour to the moſt public aſſem- 


blies. In this deteſted way of folly 


I remained upwards of a month ; 
when the family where I lived be- 


ing tired of me and my. pretended 
couſin, from the continual routs 
which we made, the late hours 1 


kept, and the expenſive attendance 
I required, I removed to the apart- 
ments of my humble adorer in Duke- 


ſtreet. Hence a freſh; and a moſt | 


infamous ſcene for reflection enſued; ; 
and though I had no ſecret intice- 
ment to the chamber of luſt and 
wantonneſs, on the part of Mr. Fen- 


* Ss | | 1. tum, | 
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tum, yet I willingly ran inte the 
paths of eternal re proach, and. was. 
now Kretcievablyrunes e 


O my fair readers! be not ina- 
tentive to my diſtreſs, nor let your 
| minds be unmoved or unwarned at.. 

my. ſin! May the wiſe and infinite 
God, who fees and marks all our 
_ imperfections, reſtrain you from 

theſe unnatural. and wicked: enjoy- 
ments! And may the credit and ho- 
nour of your "| the | chaſtity of 
your. affections, and the regard you. 
hay to your own happineſs and wel- 
1 be more amiable and lovely bY 
your ſight, than to barter them. aw 
fror a few tranſitory, triflin 
Twill E ales 
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news- paper, put in by Mr. Ayſcough, 
in which my dreſs, perſon, &c. was 
as minutely deſcribed us poſſible, at 
the ſame time entreating me by all 
the ties of gratitude and eſteem, that 
I would return; when every thing 
ſhould be made as agreeable as poſſi- 
ble, &c. To which was added, in 
another paper, a promiſed reward 

for thoſe who could give any infor- 
mation or tidings where I might be 
| sen, ſigned with his on name, and 
a direction to his houſe in Wandſ- 


Unfortunately, this advertiſement 
Mr. Fentum alſo read, as we were 
fitting together at breakfaſt. As 
ſoon as I ſaw his eyes were fixed up- 
on it, my reddened countenance pro- 
nounced me the unhappy woman. 
Belides, a mark which I had very 
apparent upon my face, being parti 

. ws . 2 | | cularly 


E 
cularly noticed, IJ knew it was im- 
poſſible for me to remain longer un- 
diſcovered. Accordingly when Mr. 
Fentum had finiſhed the reading of 
it, with language full of conſter- 
nation and ſurprize, he addreſſed 
me in ſuch an unexpected manner, 
that ſtruck ee into y Tory 
FR | 

« O Wey! what demon could. 
” thus tempt thee to deceive _ 
Lm, and bring deſtruction upon 
*« thine own head ! Read here! Be- 
hold! See the picture of thyſelf 
«© drawyn forth and preſented to the 
« eye of the whole world! Well 
«© may'ſt thou bluſh, weep, grieve ! 
«© Thou haſt full cauſe for each. 
„% Well might the honeſt. propoſi- 
tions I ſo often made be ſhifted 
4 off and evaded! No wonder the 
frequent changings of the mar- 
whe”: F 9 f 
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© unobſerved. . Alas, madam! with 
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* thing like this, I would have de- 
ſerted your preſence, ſpurned at 
your love, and deſpiſed the mean- 

neſs of the attempt. Henceforth ' 
bid me adieu; I cannot, I dare not 
| ſhield thee longer from the arms 
of thine own? Therefore for de- 
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, riage- day. This paper, Mrs. Ayf- 


cough, will account for all. Q 
that I knew how to reconcile, 1 


would! But the breach is too 


wide, too public! We are not 


what concern do I feel for you 
The appellation ſtrikes. me with 


c aſtoniſhment !, Mrs. Ayſcough ! 
O why aroſe thoſe diſpoſitions, - 
thoſe flightings; that, at the beſt, 


were cruelty and falſhood ? Had I 
thought, were I ſuſpicious of any 


parture prepare immediately, leſt 


< conſequences of more ill than 


"NWS: add ie to grief. 1 ai 
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oc * with you, madam, to return; to 
& confeſs the offence commined ; 
« And to be obedient'to the diftates 


| my ſingh Wiſdom and e n 
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ene thing he 5000 From: his 

184 and left me in the greateſt 
diſtreſs. Imagination cannot form 
an idea fo replete with trouble! In 
vain could I hope for comfort of 


confolation where I was, or h 


neſs at home with my injured, very 
highly injured huſband: According 
to Mr. Fentum's defire, however, : 


got every thing ready for my depar- 


ture. But where to direct my feet, 
which had gone ſo long aſtray, 1 


knew not. Afhamed of my crime, 


I would not think of looking home, 
gence there I had eter- 
nally forfeited. Not the moſt fa- 


vourable proſpect could give me the 
leaſt hope to find any | 


enjoyment, 
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enjoyment there; though reconcili- 


ation was the generous. proffer. In, 


this dilemma I grew almoſt diſtrac=., 


ted; and life I conſidered. as a bur 
then intolerable. After I had. ſtaid 
the beſt part of the day waiting to, 
ſee Mr. Fentum once. more before L 
took my leave, and ſeeing no. fig: 

of his coming, though. it was-nearly. 
dark, I left the houſe. Deſtitute 
now. of home, no place. to run to, 
or friend to look upon me, (except, 
my own relations, and thoſe. I was, 
aſhamed to ſee), I walked from ſtreet; 


to ſtreet, from one place to another, 


till it was late in the evening; nor 

did. I know: then, where! to, go, or 
what: ſtep to take the molt; eligible;, 
on where I, ſhould. lodge that night. 
Sometimes, I thought of ſetting; out 
for home; at others, returning a- 
gain from whence, I came, andi en 


— 


indulgence 


treating the favoun of another nights 
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| Indulgence there; but while I was 
thus thinking which was the beſt to 
do, a gentleman, of very polite ad- 
dreſs, accoſted me with a © How-' 
& d'ye- do, and faluting me, aſked 
whether I would go along with him. 
At this unexpected falutation I was 
greatly ſurprized, and heſitating in 
making an immediate anſwer, he' 
took hold of my hand, and led me 
through ſeveral ſtreets, declaring as 
we went, that no harm ſhould be 
done, nor ſhould any inſult: be of- 
fered to my Pram upon 75 Wos 


| yl do ' 


Although 1 was not inſenfble of . 
this gentleman's intention, and that 
a conſent to his invitations was only 
| adding to the number of. my fins,” 
yet rather than accept of home, or 

the compaſſion and tendernefs of 
" nan; 1 did conſent to attend him 
1 22 - | | 10 
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to his own. habitation; From this 


night 1 became his miſtreſs, and 
continued in that character for five 


weeks, when having. occaſion to go 
into the Boro gh, near St. George's 
church, I was met by my 
deſt liſters! who was dreſſed in deep 


mourning. Not thinking ſhe ob- 
ſerved me, I p paſſed on . — tak 
ing the leaſt notice, and continued 


12 5 as faſt as p 
the flelds leading 
. ſchon: once looking back till I ar- 
rived at my gentleman's houſe: I had 
not gained admittance befbre 1 per- 
ceived my ſiſter turn round into the 
{tree t. 8 1, was, and her eyes 
immediately. fixed upon the door 1 
Was entering. Fo. To prevent a diſco- 


very now was impoſlible.; To think 


of ſecreting myſelf any longer was 
in vain. I knew ſhe was convinced 
4; Was her unhappy ſiſter, and there- 
Hep M fore 


gel- ER 


to, "Weimiaſter, i 
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fore I received her, as ſhe advanced, 
with tears in my eyes, beſeeching 
her to come with me into my pri- 
vate chamber; to which the Aal 
eonſented. Here I related to her 
all my paſt conduct, told her of my 
——— and informed her of my 
reſent ſituation; amongſt the reſt, 
1 ventu red to enquire after 
r Mr. Ayicough. The ſeeing 
her in mourning had filled my di- 
ſtreſſed mind with fears that were 
too firm] unded upon reality : 
ſhe 8 that ack my 155 
ther and huſband were dead, and _ 
that they had been buried full three 1 
5 weeks; the former dying of a vio-; 
lent fever, the latter raving mad. 
At this relation, I fainted away, and 
continued ſenſeleſs ſeveral hours: in 
this ſtate of inſenſibility I was re- 
moved, by my ſiſter's direction, to 
. = aunt's in Gracechurch-ſtree pr 
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[Yu 
and, notwithſtanding the continual 
motion of the carriage I was con- 
veyed in, I remained intirely igno- 
rant of my removal till the next 
day ; when finding myſelf ſurrounded 
with weeping friends, I entreated 
their compaſſion towards a wretch 
ſo miſerable and diſtreſſed. The 
anſwers they returned me were fa- 
vourable and full of pity. After I 
had continued here ſome time, under 
the moſt ſevere torture of Self-re- 
proach; and cloathed with the garb 
of eternal Shame, I departed into 
a retired part of the country to ſpend 
the reſidue of a life ſo rpg f | 
and ſo full of- bitter refle&tion 


5 Thus, having! A hadith income 
undeſervedly left me by Mr. Ayſ- 
R „ in cafe I ſhould be found 


after his deceaſe) I paſs my hours 
away in Solitude and Retreat, at- 
N 0 tended 
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tended by i two of ag er a; mad, 
* man- ſervant. 5 HOO! 


e redels 5 am now aste, 
Fay under the deepeſt contrition for 
my paſt offences. May you, while 
it is in your power, refrain from ſuch 
like proceedings, that ſo you may 
never experience the griefs, diſtreſſes, 
and anxieties, which now are con- 
ſtantly corroding and preying upon 
my afflicted ſpirits. O it is impoſ- 
ſible for me to ſay I FORGET, I 
% REMEMBER NOT.“ Alas! every 
moment has its thought. The re- 
collection of What I might have 
been -- What I d has 
my conduct deſerved---and What 
is my deſert for all, are ſufficient 
Particulars whereon to fix reflection 
ind remembrance. Could any, thi 
in my diſpoſition, in my behaviour, 
| or in yy” whole life, produce a 8. 5 
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gle inſtance of humanity, bene vo- 
lence, or virtue, the looking back - 
wards upon ſuch a temper, or ſuch 
a qualification, would give me that 
ſenſible ſatisfaction which I can ne- 
ver now enjoy or hope to attain. 
The picture 'of my paſt life is for 
ever before me. In the days of 
my infancy I am charged by Con- 
_ ſcience with Diſobedience, to this 
are added, Pride, Diſſipation, De- 
ceit; Luxury, ADULTERY, and 
MURDER ! O unfortunate that I 
am! and yet I live! O moſt mer- 
ciful and gracious God, I implore 
thy forgiveneſs, I intreat thy mercy + 
yet while I have time to pray; let 
not my ſins be greater than thy ten-- 
derneſs: and though I never knew . 
thy ways, nor addreſſed thee as my 
Father; though I have wilfully gone 
aſtray from thy ways, and delighted 
in the paths of deſperate wickedneſs, _ 
5 . 
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yet let the goodneſs of thy fatherly 
compathon have pity upon me! O 


ſuffer me not to fall eternally from 
thy preſence, unworthy as I am, 
though I have thus miſerably fallen 
from thee here below! My heart, 
my life, my all I devote unto thee, 
from this time forth! I put myſelf 
under thy direction, do with me as 
thou wilt, O thou author of my 
exiſtence, and thy ſervant ſhall be 
oO oe ever and ever rl. + 7 
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5 *,* The reader will pleaſe 
Correct the following Errata: 
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In page z. Iine 6 for 1s read Hs. 
1 page 6. line ult, for WAN TSF. 
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